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WHY ATTENDANCE MATTERS 

“We’re better when you’re here.”

One of the biggest factors in a successful outcomes at secondary 
school is simple:

Being in school, every day, on time and ready to learn.

Good attendance gives GCSE students:

● More learning and fewer gaps
● Stronger friendships and a greater sense of belonging
● Better routines and habits
● More confidence and resilience
● More opportunities and choices in the future



MAKING A STRONG START TO GCSES 

Secondary school brings greater independence.
The habits students develop now can shape the rest of their school 
career.
We want our students to:

● Aim for 95%+ attendance
● Arrive on site by 8:25am
● Be in tutor time and ready to learn by 8:30am
● Attend every lesson
● Ask for help when something is making attendance difficult

We know that genuine barriers sometimes arise. 
Please talk to us early so that we can work together to support your child.



WHAT DO WE WANT FOR YOUR CHILD?

For them to be confident. 

For them to be successful. 

For them to have as many post-16 options as possible.  



Everyone valued • Every day an opportunity • Every moment focused on success

WHERE DOES GOOD ATTENDANCE LEAD?  

Art = 8
Biology = 9
Chemistry = 9
Eng Lit = 9
Eng Lang = 8
Further Maths = 9
Geog = 9
History = 9
Japanese = 9
Maths = 9
Physics = 9
Spanish = 9

Biology = 9
Catering = D2
Chemistry = 9
Eng Lit = 9
Eng Lang = 9
Further Maths = 9
Geog = 9
History = 9
Maths = 9
Physics = 9
Spanish = 8

Biology = 9
Business = D2
Chemistry = 9
Chinese = 9
Drama = 6
Eng Lit = 7
Eng Lang = 7
Further Maths = 9
Maths = 9
Music = M2
Physics = 9
Spanish = 9

Biology = 6
Catering = D2
Chemistry = 6
Computer Sci = 6
Drama = 6
Eng Lit = 8
Eng Lang = 9
History = 9
Maths = 7
Physics = 7
Spanish = 5

Art = 7
Biology = 7
Chemistry = 7
Construction = D*2
Eng Lit = 7
Eng Lang = 8
Further Maths = 5
Geog = 9
History = 7
Maths = 7
Physics = 7
Spanish = 8

98.25% 99.12% 98.83% 100% 98.25%



Everyone valued • Every day an opportunity • Every moment focused on success

MOST PROGRESS FROM NOVEMBER - SEPTEMBER

Average grade 2.7 in 
November mocks.

Actual results 
average = Grade 
4.7

2 grades 
progress

Average grade 3.7 in 
November mocks.

Actual results 
average = Grade 
5.6

1.8 grades 
progress

Average grade 3.5 in 
November mocks.

Actual results 
average = Grade 5.2

1.6 grades 
progress

Average grade 3 in 
November mocks.

Actual results 
average = Grade 
4.6

1.6 grades 
progress

Average grade 1 in 
November mocks.

Actual results 
average = Grade 
3.1

1.4 grades 
progress

100% 100% 98.55% 100% 100%



PUNCTUALITY 
Being on time matters too.
School registers are legal records and schools must use the national 
attendance codes required by government regulations. 

If a student arrives after the register has closed, they receive a U code.

This is not simply a Chessington School rule — it is a national legal 
attendance requirement. 

Our expectation is therefore simple:
Arrive by 8:25am. Be ready to start at 8:30am.

Where students are late, there is a same-day late detention, with a longer 
lunchtime detention for students arriving significantly later. The purpose is not 
to catch students out — it is to establish strong habits from the beginning.



WE NOTICE WHEN STUDENTS GET IT RIGHT 

We want attendance to be something we celebrate, not simply monitor.

Throughout the year students can receive:

● Certificates and postcards home
● Tutor group rewards
● Queue Jump Passes
● Attendance competitions and challenges
● Individual prize draws
● Rewards and prizes for strong attendance, 

punctuality and improvement

We recognise consistency and improvement, not just perfection.




