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English and maths - The gateway to your 
child’s future 

Miss Spink(maths), Mrs Elmas (English)



Aims of the session

• Why English and maths matter

• How you can support your child with maths

• How you can support your child with English



Why English and maths matter
• Grade 4s (“standard pass”) in English and Maths are the 

minimum requirements for many Level 3 courses in colleges 

and 6th forms

• Many apprenticeships require Grade 4s to get onto the courses

• Your child will have to resit them at college/6th form after Year 

11 if they do not achieve a Grade 4 - this can be very difficult 

on just one or two lessons a week in colleges

• Many employers require these two subjects - essential life skills 

• BUT - if your child does not achieve these grades, they can sit 

Level 1/2 courses in most colleges. Most 6th forms do not offer 

Level 1/2 courses.



10Ma1 - Higher Tier (Mr Stiddard, Mrs Stallard)

10Ma2 - Higher Tier (Miss Corbett)

10Ma3 - Foundation tier (Miss Spink)

10Ma4 - Foundation tier (Miss Gilmore)

10Ma5 - Foundation tier (Mr Lucas/ Miss Swaysland)





How you can support as a parent is to…
● Regularly check your child is doing their homework.

● Supports learning and practice of GCSE content. Set once a week 

on Sparx

● Encourage use of Sparx for homework and independent learning.

● Talk to your child about their maths - you do not have to 

understand it yourself

● Familiarise yourself with the Tiers of Curriculum on the website

● Encourage them to see their maths teacher to get help outside of 

lessons.

● Ensure they are equipped every day.



What revision guides can I get?

• There are a 
range of 
excellent revision 
guides available 
online (such as 
Amazon). 

• Anything with 
‘Edexcel GCSE 
Maths 9-1’ in the 
title of the 
textbook is 
relevant and 
appropriate. 

Higher



• There are a range 
of excellent 
revision guides 
available online 
(such as 
Amazon). 

• Anything with 
‘Edexcel GCSE 
Maths 9-1’ in the 
title of the 
textbook is 
relevant and 
appropriate. 

Foundation



Mathswatch

This is a great resource with 5-10 minute videos of every topic, 
including questions, should the students need extra support.
We will give the students a copy of the ‘6 week revision schedule’ 
before mock assessments which directs them to every topic in 
bite-sized 1 minute videos 



Sparx

Homework continues on Sparx Maths, another great resource. 
Independent learning is also a feature on this.
We run a ‘sparx and snax’ homework club once a week, this starts 
next week. 



Why is English important?

English teaches you vital life skills that give you 
confidence and an ability to communicate.

You need English in order to access every other GCSE. 

• A good English GCSE is required for courses.

• Most universities and employers will demand GCSE English, 
often at Grade 5 and above. 

• It is much easier to do now rather than retaking it next year or 
doing it later in life.



What does English look like at 
GCSE?

Two GCSEs:

English Literature

English Language

 



What does English look like at GCSE?

English Literature:

Two papers

 English Literature Paper 1: Macbeth and 
Jekyll and Hyde

English Literature Paper 2: An Inspector 
Calls, Power and Conflict Poetry Anthology 
(AQA) and Unseen Poetry





What does English look like at GCSE?

English Language:

Two papers

English Language Paper 1: Fictional texts 
and descriptive writing

English Language Paper 2: Non-fiction texts 
and writing to present a viewpoint





How can you revise for exams and 
support school work?



Talking Together

Ask your child to tell you new words they have learned in 
school and explain what they mean.

Get them to tell you what the book/play is about and what they 
find interesting about it.  

Read their creative writing pieces together and tell them what 
you like about them.



Any Questions?


