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Keeping our Children Safe
Cait Cooper: Assistant Headteacher and Designated 

Safeguarding Lead



Aims of the session

● Definition of safeguarding
● Training
● Parent Updates
● PDW
● Safeguarding at Chessington
● Chessington priorities
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KCSIE states that: 

“Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children is everyone’s responsibility.  Everyone 
who comes into contact with children and their 
families has a role to play”

Keeping Children Safe in Education 
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Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purposes of this guidance as: 

• protecting children from maltreatment; 

• preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or 

development;

 • ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of 

safe and effective care; and

 • taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

The Definition of Safeguarding
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Child Protection & Safeguarding. Reporting

Child on Child Abuse, Bullying (inc Cyber bullying)

Child Sexual Exploitation

Children and the Court System

Child Abduction and Community Safety Incidents

Children Missing Education

Children with Family Members in Prison

Criminal Exploitation of Children & County Lines

Domestic Abuse and relationship abuse

Substance Misuse

Early Help Training

E-Safety inc Cybercrime

Fabricated or Induced Illness

Faith-based Abuse & Honor-Based Abuse

Female Gential Mutilation

Forced Marriage

Gangs & Youth Violence

Mental Health

Trafficking and Modern slavery. The National Referral Mechanism

Prevent Duty

CLA, Private Fostering, Trauma and Attachment

Harmful sexual Behaviour (inc Upskirting & Sending nudes )
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Chessington School - Curriculum Plans

https://www.chessington.kingston.sch.uk/academic/curriculum-plans
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PDW Curriculum and teaching-OFSTED Review

• Girls felt that there was no explicit teaching of what is 
appropriate. They said that adults had left them to teach boys 
what is acceptable and unacceptable.

• In an attempt to tackle issues in the school, young people felt that 
a common response from teachers was to have a ‘whole school 
assembly' about it. They often only served to set the ‘rumour 
mills' going.

• The report found that young people were seldom positive about 
their RSHE lessons. They felt that it wasn't treated with the 
importance it needed and that many of the teachers resented 
having to teach sex and relationships. This meant that pupils did 
not feel inclined to take part in discussions that need sensitivity.
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Transition and safety

Transition to secondary school and personal safety in and outside school, including first aid

Developing skills and aspirations

Careers, teamwork and enterprise skills, and raising aspirations

Diversity

Diversity, prejudice, and bullying

Health and puberty

Healthy routines, influences on health, puberty, unwanted contact, and FGM

Building relationships

Self-worth, romance and friendships (including online) and relationship boundaries

Financial decision making

Saving, borrowing, budgeting and making financial choices

Year 7-PDW Curriculum
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Sabrina Williams
Health Practitioner

Catherine Bligh
School Counsellor

Serena Bargary- MHST
Graham White - Safer Schools Police Officer

Cait Cooper
Designated 
safeguarding lead. 
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'if staff have a mental health concern about a child that is also a safeguarding 
concern, immediate action should be taken, following their child protection policy, 
and speaking to the designated safeguarding lead or a deputy.'

The need for the DSL to now liaise with the senior mental health lead and, where 
available, the Mental Health Support Team, where safeguarding concerns are linked 
to mental health.

Mental Health
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• bullying (including cyberbullying); 

• physical abuse 

• sexual violence and sexual harassment. 

• Upskirting, 

• Abuse in intimate personal relationships

• Sexual harassment has been expanded- Comments, remarks, jokes and online harassement

• Consensual and non-consensual sharing nudes

• Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals

Child on Child Abuse
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Abuse is abuse and should never be tolerated or 
passed off as “banter”, “just having a laugh” or “part 

of growing up”

All child on child abuse is unacceptable and will be 
taken seriously; it can be between the same gender.

Everyone’s responsibility.
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● Sexual harassment and online sexual abuse are so 
commonplace that young people see no point in reporting 
incidents. These behaviours have become normalised.

● Boys and girls perceptions differed. Girls described routine 
name-calling, sexual comments and objectification. Boys talked 
about jokes and compliments.

● When asked about the frequency of harmful sexual behaviours, 
in many cases roughly twice as many girls as boys reported that 
these happened ‘a lot or sometimes'.

● The data in these sample schools shows 80% of girls and 
almost 40% of boys said they knew of incidents of any kind of 
sexual assault.

Key findings from OFSTED’s Safeguarding Review (Post everyone’s 
invited)
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● Some young people thought was ‘acceptable' to ask 
for someone for a nude picture, but that the image 
shouldn't be shared further.

● Girls in particular are regularly sent explicit images 
from boys, and are under immense pressure from 
boys to send indecent images of themselves.

● Nearly 90% of girls said being sent an unwanted 
sexual image happened ‘a lot or sometimes'.

Sending Nudes
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'All staff should be able to reassure victims that they are being taken seriously and 

that they will be supported and kept safe. A victim should never be given the 
impression that they are creating a

problem by reporting abuse, sexual violence or sexual harassment. Nor should a 
victim ever be made to feel ashamed for making a report.'

 Although young people who were victims of sexual 
harassment wanted ‘something to be done' they 
were not necessarily wanting a punitive action, 

rather a ‘pastoral or supportive' approach. Some 
young people in the survey were not confident that 

staff would deal with the issue ‘sensitively'.
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'All staff should be aware that technology is a significant component in many 

safeguarding and wellbeing issues. Children are at risk of abuse online as well as face 

to face. In many cases abuse will take place concurrently via online channels and in 

daily life. Children can also abuse their peers online, this can take the form of abusive, 

harassing, and misogynistic messages, the non-consensual sharing of indecent images, 

especially around chat groups, and the sharing of abusive images and pornography, to 

those who do not want to receive such content.'

Child -Child- Online abuse
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'the school or college should have a clear policy on the use of mobile and 
smart technology. Schools and colleges should carefully consider how this is 
managed on their premises and reflect in their mobile and smart technology 
policy and their child protection policy.They should review this annually.
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• Increased absence can be an indicator of a safeguarding issues

• Some students leave for school and don’t make it here- Our response is 

usually to call the police

• Some students are at risk of self harm,we need to know whether to expect 

them in

• “Child abduction” is defined as the unauthorised removal or retention of a child 

from a parent or anyone with legal responsibility for the child. Child abduction can 

be committed by parents and other relatives, other people known to the victim, 

and strangers.

Why your communication around attendance is so important
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Any questions?


