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Parents Information Evening
Keeping our Children Safe

Amy Smith- Deputy Headteacher and Designated 
Safeguarding Lead



Aims of the session

● Definition of safeguarding
● Changes to safeguarding 
● What we’re doing as a school about mental health
● Online safety
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KCSIE states that: 

“Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children is everyone’s responsibility.  Everyone 
who comes into contact with children and their 
families has a role to play”

Keeping Children Safe in Education 



Everyone valued   •   Every day an opportunity    •     Every moment focused on success 

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined for the purposes of this guidance as: 

• protecting children from maltreatment; 

• preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or 

development;

 • ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision 

of safe and effective care; and

 • taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

The Definition of Safeguarding
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114. Schools should ensure they have clear systems and processes 
in place for identifying possible mental health problems, including 
routes to escalate and clear referral and accountability systems.

115. Schools and colleges can access a range of advice to help 
them identify children in need of extra mental health support, this 
includes working with external agencies. 

What are we doing about mental health as a school?
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C-Curious. Be curious about what they’re telling you. You don't have to 

say what you would do. You don’t have to give answers. You don’t need 

to fill gaps of silence. Really listen. If you ask questions make sure they’re 

open. Share with them what you’ve heard. Repeat back. Summarise.

A- Approachable. Be approachable, open and honest. Don’t promise to 

keep secrets. 

R-Refer. You’re not expected to fix things all by yourself. 

E-Empathy. Listening, understanding, validate feelings.
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As schools and colleges increasingly work online, it is essential 
that children are safeguarded from potentially harmful and 
inappropriate online material. As such, governing bodies and 
proprietors should ensure appropriate filters and appropriate 
monitoring systems are in place. Additional information to support 
governing bodies and proprietors keep their children safe online 
(including when they are online at home) is provided in Annex 
C.

Online Safety
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The world of social media
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•89% of 12-17 year olds own a 
phone

•A survey of 2,750 11- to 
18-year-olds found one in 10 
admitted checking their mobile 
phones for notifications at least 
10 times a night.

•Teens now spend up to 9 hours 
a day on social media.



The world of social media
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E-Safety

● Conduct
● Content
● The risks
● Taking control
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Conduct
Children need to be 
aware of the impact 
that their online 
activity can have on 
themselves and 
other people.

It’s easy to feel 
anonymous online 
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Don’t forget 
the digital 
footprint 

that is also 
being left 

behind
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It’s important to keep personal 
information safe and not share it 
with strangers. It’s also important 
for children to realise that new 
friends may not be who they say 
they are.

● DOB/Age/Address
● Pictures in school uniform
● Pictures of locations
● Status updates about where 

they are
● Geo-location



Everyone valued   •   Every day an opportunity    •     Every moment focused on success 

Conduct The Malicious 
Communications Act 
1988 (MCA) is a British 
Act of Parliament that 
makes it illegal in 
England and Wales to 
"send or deliver letters or 
other articles for the 
purpose of causing 
distress or anxiety". It 
also applies to electronic 
communications.

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Parliament+of+the+United+Kingdom&filters=sid%3aad52c9db-1b2d-011a-2191-bf1173935354&form=ENTLNK
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Content

2.3 What do parents think of social media sites?

In 2015 the NSPCC carried out a project in conjunction with Mumsnet to ask parents to view and 
rate the 60 most popular social media, games and apps that children use. It found that:

● parents saw sexual content in 72% of the sites
● bullying in 52% of sites
● and violent/hatred content in 52% of sites. (NSPCC, 2015)
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The risks

● Cyberbullying
● Sexual
● Grooming
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•Flaming: electronic transmission of angry or rude messages;

•Harassment: repeatedly sending insulting or threatening messages;

•Cyberstalking: threats of harm or intimidation;

•Denigration: put-downs, spreading cruel rumours;

•Masquerading: pretending to be someone else and sharing information to 
damage a person’s reputation;

•Outing: revealing personal information about a person which was shared in 
confidence;

•Exclusion: maliciously leaving a person out of a group online, such as a
chat line or a game, ganging up on one individual
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• Pandemic being used as a hook to scoop people up and divert people into 

more extreme conversations and take action

• Perfect storm for vulnerable people 

• Hooking people in at a time when people are emotional and using it to divide 
society. 

“Terrorists are using ways to exploit covid 19”
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Getting in control
● An open honest dialogue with your child is key
● Talk to them about internet use
● Lead by example
● Encourage your child to think before they post
● BLock. Report. Evidence. Refer
● Consider a family agreement with expectations
● Filtering software to block unwanted material 
● Check filters on both the wifi and mobile devices
● Ensure their accounts are on private
● Know what they’re sharing
● Friends list

What are parents using and 
doing?

Overall, nearly all parents say they are 
doing something – either using technical 
tools, talking regularly to their child, 
supervising them, or having specific rules in 
place. (Ofcom, 2015)



Summary 

https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Parent-factsheet-04-19-WEB-with-links.pdf

https://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Parent-factsheet-04-19-WEB-with-links.pdf


Questions can be asked via the Google 
Form link within the Year group area for 

Parents Information Evening


